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army in combat with the ocean; and after a hot siege
of seven weeks, Don Frederic led oft' his drenched and
diminished forces to join his father in Amsterdam.
This memorable repulse, the first retreat of a great
Spanish army, with the revelation of the new power
that Holland could call to its aid, the exhausting siege
of Haarlem, and the still more exhausting and disastrous
repulse from Leyden, soon to follow,—these mark the
turning-point of the mighty struggle, and^begin the long
epic of the expulsion of Spain from "the Northern
Provinces?}' The whole story is told us by Alva himself
in his reports. He was as obstinate as he was merciless;
no less devoted than capable; the frank historian of the
heroism of his enemies and of his own ferocity. When
Don Frederic told him that the men of Haarlem did all
that the best soldiers in the world could do, and asked
for leave to abandon the siege, the Duke told him
fiercely that he should hold him no son of his if he retired
before he was dead or victorious. When Orange began
to cut the dykes round Haarlem, the Duke admits that
he had never in his life been in so great peril, and that
if the causeways were flooded he should be driven him-
self to surrender. " Never was seen on this earth," he
writes, " such a war as this. Never was a fortress so
well defended by men. They have an excellent engineer,
who has devices that were never yet heard or seen
(cosas iiunca oidas ni vistas). The defenders are stronger
than the assailants."
Without pay, without food, without supplies, the
Spanish troops plundered far and wide. License led to
mutiny, and desperate plots of treason and revolt. A
royal secretary informed Philip that his soldiers, ever

